UM staff member wins national ROTC award by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
6-23-2003 
UM staff member wins national ROTC award 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM staff member wins national ROTC 
award" (2003). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 18400. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/18400 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
Montana




Contact: Terri Peterson, UM military science staff member, (406) 243-4514, (406) 243-2769. 
UM STAFF MEMBER WINS NATIONAL ROTC AWARD 
MISSOULA—
University of Montana staff member Terri Peterson has been awarded a U.S. Army 
Cadet Command Award for Excellence for being the nation’s top ROTC human resource 
assistant for 2003.
Peterson works for UM’s Grizzly Battalion, the Army Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps based in Missoula. She picked up her Superior Civilian Service Medal during a May 21 
ceremony in San Antonio.
“It was a great honor to receive this award,” Peterson said. “Particularly rewarding 
was the fact that my mother, Nancy Young (of Plains), was able to accompany me to the 
banquet. She is a retired federal employee, USDA-Forest Service, so my federal service has 
always been something she has taken pride in. I believe, aside from my graduation from The 
University of Montana, it was one of the proudest moments in her life. ”
Peterson also commented on her life in western Montana.
“I love my job," she said. “The cadre and cadets that I have worked with over the past 
14 years have brought me great joy. I have raised two sons, mostly as a single parent, and I 
couldn’t have done it without this great job and the security it brings in a small western 
Montana town where jobs like this are scarce. Working here has instilled great pride in both 
myself and my children in our country and the U.S. Army. I couldn't have asked for a better 
environment to work in. My small town life has been broadened by the diversity and quality of 
the people I work with and the students we commission.”
The battalion's leader provides high praise of Peterson's accomplishments.
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“She is a fall member of our management team,” said Lt. Col. Heather Ierardi, a UM 
military science professor. “She constantly works to improve management systems so they 
benefit the entire team. I cannot imagine a more professional, caring and committed human 
resource specialist. ”
Cadet Command is the parent organization of the Army ROTC program. Maj. Gen. 
John T.D. Casey, commanding general of the command, established the awards last year to 
recognize top performers from around the country.
Army Reserve Officers' Training Corps units are located at 272 colleges and 
universities throughout the country. Students at about 1,200 other institutions of higher 
learning also can participate in Army ROTC training through partnership agreements with 
nearby schools.
ROTC provides students with leadership and management skills. Many graduates 
attribute their successful careers in government and industry to the training that they received 
while ROTC cadets. Among the distinguished graduates of the ROTC program are Secretary of 
State Colin Powell and Wal-Mart founder Sam Walton.
Army ROTC trains and commissions the majority of the lieutenants entering the Army 
each year. Since the establishment of the program in 1916, more than 500,000 men and women 
have gone on to become Army officers.
m
NOTE: A photo of Peterson receiving her award is available by calling (406) 243-5914.
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